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Making a Splash 
Students and staff at Sunny Pointe Elementary made a splash celebrating 
their fundraising efforts for Community Unity Week. The school raised more 
than $2,800 during the week, easily surpassing its goal. For the effort, Principal 
Dr. Nick Goos and Assistant Principal Cassie Gengelbach were given “Salvy 
splashes” by staff members while students cheered and laughed. 
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Calendar at a Glance 
Presidents’ Day - No School      February 19

Accent on Academics                       March 5-8 

Spring Break - No School      March 12-16 

School Resumes   March 19

Easter Break - No School         March 30, April 2

Library Week  April 9-15 

Teacher Appreciation Week           May 6-12

National School Nurse Day  May 10

Valley View High School Graduation         May 15 

BSHS/BSSHS Graduation  May 27
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 The Blue Springs School District has a storied 
tradition of excellence in the classroom and in the  
extracurricular activities available to our students. 
This school year has added to that legacy through 
exceptional efforts from our teams and programs. 
From state championships, to nationally ranked 
programs to individual honors, our BSSD academics 
and activities have continued their strong tradition. 

 Our district once again earned the highest score 
in the Kansas City area and the highest in the state 
among districts with 7,000 or more students this 
year in the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education’s Annual Performance Report. 
The BSSD scored 99.6%, matching last year’s total. 
Once again, we are proud of our entire staff for 
making these numbers possible and providing the 
best possible learning environment and opportunities 
for our students.

We once again have a school honored as a 

National Blue Ribbon recipient. Voy Spears Jr. 
Elementary join Lucy Franklin and William Yates 
elementaries, which achieved Blue Ribbon status 
last year. Our District had three teams qualify for the 
finals of Burns & McDonnell’s annual Battle of the 
Brains competition. The STRECH team from Cordill-
Mason Elementary placed second overall, earning 
$25,000 in STEM education grants.

Our sports teams have once again been among 
the best in the Kansas City metro area and have 
enjoyed success at the state level. The Blue Springs 
Wildcats boys cross country team brought home 
individual and team titles from the 2017 Missouri 
Class 4 State Cross Country Championship Meet. 
Senior Victor Mugeche took the individual title to pace 
the Cats to a first team championship in 35 years. 
Blue Springs South runners Tori Findley and Danielle 
Hotalling took the top two individual spots to lead the 
Jaguars to a fourth place team finish.

Tradition of Excellence
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 The Blue Springs School District, located 
on the eastern edge of the Kansas City metro 
area in Jackson County, covers a total of 58 
square miles and includes students from the 
communities of Blue Springs, Grain Valley, 
Independence, Lake Tapawingo and Lee’s 
Summit. Enrollment in the district for the 
2017-18 school year currently stands at more 
than 14,872 students. Our mostly middle to 
upper-middle class community enjoys a stable 
economy. Within our school district boundaries, 
we have more than 80,000 residents. Our 
close proximity to Kansas City allows residents 
easy access to a variety of social, cultural 
and educational opportunities. There is 
also convenient access to over 54 colleges, 
universities and technical schools in the metro 
area.

 The Blue Springs School District employs 
a highly qualified, diverse staff of over 2,001 
employees. There are 1,020 certified staff (more 
than 87% hold a master’s degree or above) 
and 981 support staff. Veteran staff members 
bring years of valuable experience to the 
classroom and new teachers bring fresh ideas 
and new practices to enrich the total learning 
environment. A number of staff members 
hold leadership positions locally, regionally, 
and statewide and are sought out for advice 
on curriculum and instruction. New staff 
recruitment is an ongoing process in this rapidly 
growing, progressive community. Our teachers 
are represented by professional organizations. 
Relationships with these groups have been quite 
good and continue to be strong because we all 
work together for the success of our students. 

 The Blue Springs School District has a rich 
tradition of academic excellence. Today this 
tradition continues with major advancements 
in our curriculum and also our efforts through 
technology to place materials in student hands 
wherever they might be. The curriculum is 
aligned to both state and national standards 
and is reviewed annually. Technology 
allows the district to offer the greatest 
opportunities for student learning through a 
multi-dimensional approach. The district has 
received Accreditation with Distinction from 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education for 17 consecutive years. 
Grant funding has also transformed our efforts 
to positively impact all students and their 
successes within our schools as they prepare 
for their futures. Low student-to-teacher ratios 
allow teachers to focus learning on student 
needs and readiness, and instructional coaches 
assist teachers in coordinating learning from 
K-12. Student achievement is the focus of all 
activities in the Blue Springs School District, and 
we strive to assure all our students are prepared 
to take their places as productive, informed, 
and caring members of society. If you have any 
questions regarding this information please 
contact the Bartow Administrative Center at 
(816) 874-3200.
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 Blue Springs South had two divers place in 
the top four at the Missouri Swimming and Diving 
Championships. Junior Alex Burt took the individual 
title with a score of 465.30. Fellow junior Micah Currie 
placed fourth overall with a score of 396.35. The Blue 
Springs Wildcats football team placed second in state, 
as did the Blue Springs South softball team.

Our Golden Regiment and Jaguar Pride marching 
bands competed against the best in the nation,  
earning strong finishes and national recognition. The 
Golden Regiment capped its season with a 9th place 
showing at Grand Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
More than 110 of the best high school bands in the 
nation competed and the Golden Regiment was the 
highest placing team from the state of Missouri.

The Jaguar Pride placed 13th out of 68 bands at 
the Bands of America competition in Indianapolis.



Mind Over Matter

 Cordill-Mason Elementary is celebrating a $25,000 
grant for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) education after its project 
“Magical Me” took second place at the annual Burns 
& McDonnell Battle of the Brains. The CME team, 
compiled of STRETCH students, was one of 20 
finalists in this year’s event, as were teams from Blue 
Springs High School and Delta Woods Middle School. 
The Battle of the Brains is a K-12 STEM competition 
in which Kansas City metro area schools can earn a 
piece of $155,000+ in grants for STEM education by 
dreaming up an exhibit concept for Science City. The 
winning teams designs become permanent exhibits at 
Science City. Winners were unveiled in a ceremony 
at Union Station in Kansas City. The 20 finalists were 
selected by engineers at Burns & McDonnell and 
Science City for their creativity and interactivity. A public 
online voting period, which counted for 30 percent of 
the final results, drew about 75,000 votes. The CME 
team celebrated a fantastic finish and the $25,000 

prize. Both the 
BSHS and DWMS 
teams won 
$2,500 in grants. 

Student Auden 
Dixon was on the 
CME project and 
said, “What I liked about this project was that we all 
split up into groups to create our own sections. I also 
loved when we all came together and saw the amazing 
exhibit we had made. We all incorporated everybody’s 
ideas into the project.”

Students brainstormed and created their projects in 
various ways, including sketches, floor plans and a 
pitch video. Student Paige Stuart said, “I loved watching 
these ideas and thoughts morph into a reality. It was 
really special. There were a lot of moving parts and 
new people so I’d be lying if I said there weren’t some 
bumps in the road but we pulled it together.”
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When Danielle Jones walked through the doors of 
Moreland Ridge Middle School this fall, she was taken 
back to what she describes as “a magical place.” The 
school was where she was allowed to let her imagination 
roam free and found a way to focus her dreams into 
educational opportunities. It was a great launching point 
for her future endeavors.

It was also the perfect place for her to come back home 
and share her experiences as a NASA ambassador with 
current MRMS students. Jones, who graduated from 
Blue Springs South High School, has been a NASA 
ambassador for three years. This fall, she made a trip 
back to MRMS to speak about Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) careers through 
NASA and answer student questions about space 
exploration.

“It is always great to be back home, I look back 
at MRMS as such a magical time,” Jones said. “The 
teachers were so supportive and they not only challenged 
students to do better and reach higher, they made you 
want to ask the tough questions and find those answers.”

Jones graduated Missouri Western University, where 
she majored in Convergent Media and Astronomy. Her 
passion for science and education lead her to be a 

physics and biology tutor for three years. She is currently 
pursuing her Master’s Degree in Science Education. 
Her role with NASA is a public engagement effort that 
works with motivated volunteers across the nation to 
communicate the science and excitement of NASA’s 
space exploration missions and discoveries to the people 
in their communities. She leads several speaking events 
a year and is involved with various projects, such as 
watching the effect of the recent solar eclipse on cattle.

At her former school, she had a chance to reconnect 
with her science teacher Mr. Laws and answer a wide 
variety of questions ranging from how she got involved in 
science to where she would wish to travel in the known 
universe.

“You can always tell when you are speaking to a Blue 
Springs school, the level of questions you hear are so 
interesting,” Jones said. “I loved that about being at 
MRMS as a student. I love learning and we were always 
encouraged to try so many things. There really weren’t 
limits.”

Working with NASA also feeds into Jones’ desire to 
explore. “I say it is a career for dreamers,” she said. 
“From the very first time I looked through a telescope and 
saw things with my own eyes, I was hooked.”

D i s t r i c t  N e w s

D i s t r i c t  N e w s
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The Blue Springs South High School media 
center resembled Santa’s workshop this month as 
members of the Student Senate gathered presents 
for the school’s annual Adopt-a-Family drive. Senate 
members wrapped presents, checked lists and 
organized a drive that collected $15,000 worth of 
presents and goods for 24 families. Classrooms 
donated items and Senate members packed it all 
to be delivered. Each person’s list was checked to 
make sure the families were receiving the items that 
matched their needs and wants. The tradition has an 
impact on the community as well as South students.

“Adopt-a-family to me means that the South 
community comes together and helps give a great 
holiday season to those who would not otherwise have 

one,” student Brendan Spicer said. “This inspires me 
to keep giving because I can see the bond that was 
developed between different students at South and 
the tremendous impact that this work will have on the 
families in need.” 

Student Courtney Cook said knowing her and her 
classmates’ efforts helped families have a happy 
holiday season will be a lasting memory. “Adopt-
a-Family to me was such a humbling and amazing 
experience,” she said. “Helping the families was 
such an eye-opening experience and knowing we 
are fortunate enough to help make those families’ 
Christmas is such a rewarding feeling. I know the 
families are so appreciative and grateful and that’s all 
we can truly ask for.”

Jaguars’ Annual Family Affair
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Each school year, students have new classmates 
and make new friends. Fifth graders at James Lewis 
Elementary have added members of the Blue Springs 
Police Department to those lists of new buddies as 
part of the Blue Pals Project. Blue Pals partnered each 
JLE fifth grader with a pen pal from the Blue Springs 
Police Department. Officers, command staff members, 
administration and support staff corresponded with 
student via letters, sharing everything from each other’s 
interests, day-to-day routine, and hobbies. Students 
and BSPD staff shared letters throughout first semester 
and had an opportunity to interact with each other at a 
meet-and-greet day at the school. More than 60 BSPD 
staff attended the event.

“Blue Pals means that I get to learn about a person 
whom I would not know otherwise and getting to know 
a new person’s past, present, home life and work life,” 
one student said. It also means that I get to learn about 

someone who is protecting us. These people are real 
life heroes sacrificing so much for us.”

Blue Pals gives both students and law enforcement 
staff a chance to communicate and understand one 
another. It is also a great way to make a lifelong friend. 
“This was a very positive program for our students,” 
JLE Principal Lori Reynolds said. “The students looked 
forward to receiving their letters and shared great 
information. The meet-and-greet was a great day.”

Another student simply enjoyed having a new friend 
to talk to. “Having a Blue Pal gave me someone to talk 
to about things going on in my life,” he said. “I found 
out that my Blue Pal has been a police officer for 34 
years. I also found out being a sergeant means you are 
in charge of other people. I want to remember that all 
BSPD employees take care of everyone and do it well. 
They keep Blue Springs safe.”

Blue Pals Bond with JLE Students

S c h o o l  R e p o rt

S c h o o l  R e p o rt
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Art StudentS 
deSign CAlendAr

The Blue Springs School District’s annual Spelling 
Bee competition went 22 rounds this year, culminating 
in a win for Brittany Hill Middle School eighth grader 
Sophia Zarrillo. Sophia outlasted a very strong group 
of the district’s 17 best spellers, taking the top spot by 
successfully spelling consecutive words in the final round. 
William Yates fourth grade student Miru Lee took second 
place and Connor Clark of Paul Kinder Middle School 
placed third. Each of the 17 school bee champions will 
compete in the preliminary Jackson-Clay County Spelling 
Bee February 10 at Woodneath Library Center. The 
county Finals takes place February 24th. Congratulations 
to all our outstanding spelling bee participants.  

District Bee Winners
Prepare for Finals

  Blue Springs South art and graphic design 
students are featured in local business Print Graphics’ 
2018 wall calendar. Print Graphics staff meet with the 
students and instructor Darin Lewis and share tools 
and techniques used in making a printed calendar. 
Students then submit artwork for consideration. This 
year, 13 designs were chosen for the finished product. 
Students were also given two copies of the calendar, 
$25 gift cards and certificates of participation.

Olympic silver medalist gymnast Terin Humphrey 
visited with the Blue Springs High School girls 
swimming and diving team recently. Humphrey, 
who trained locally and currently coaches in Lee’s 
Summit, spoke to the team about balancing life and 
sports and how to set and envision goals. She also 
answered questions from members of the team. 
Humphrey was a 2004 Olympic Silver Medalist for 
the USA Gymnastics Team. She earned silver medals 
in the uneven bars event and as a member of Team 
USA. She was also an 11-time All-American at the 
University of Alabama.

Olympic Pep Talk
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Senate Santas Deliver Cheer
Members of the Blue Springs High School Student 

Senate visited local care facilities to sing Christmas 
carols. These “Senate Santas” perform each year to 
help spread holiday cheer and provide students a 
chance to give back to the community.

  One facility students visited shared an email 
about a resident who was having a tough day, but 

her mood instantly 
turned around 

when she heard the students perform.
Wildcat Cassie Pabst said hearing that made her 

day.  “I’m really glad that I got to be a part of Senate 
Santa,” she said. “Seeing how excited everyone was 
when we came and sang was very rewarding. When 
we got the email about how our singing changed 
someone’s whole mood, I felt like I really did 
something that impacted a lot of people in a positive 
way.” 

District Bee Winners
Prepare for Finals

S c h o o l  r e p o rt

S c h o o l  R e p o rt



12  BluePrint  |  Winter 2018

Granting Academic Dreams
Blue Springs High School 

Reverse Job Fair, Tiffany Heavner, 
$1,390
TI-84+CE Graphing Calculators, Kelly 
Lee, $3,726, Sponsored by Oswald, 
Roam and Rew LLC
TI-84+CE Graphing Calculators, Ryan 
Luethje, $3,810, Sponsored by Lunar 
Bowl
TI-84+CE Graphing Calculators, 
Jessica Sanders, $3,364, sponsored 
by the Duvall Family
Art Department MAC Lab, Jennifer 
Varrone, $2,098, Sponsored by Ken 
and Annette Logan
Literature Circle Collection, Sadie 
Birdsell, $3,450, Sponsored by the 
Duvall Family

Blue Springs South High School
Graphing Calculators Classroom Set, 
Nathan Dorsch and Dannelle Barnett, 
$3,795, sponsored by Meyer Music
Reverse Job Fair, Nichole Holmes, 
$1,390, sponsored by Lyle and Grace 
Shaver

Cyanoacrylate Latent Fingerprint 
Fuming Chamber, Dan Sundberg and 
Donna Stotts, $2,300, sponsored by 
the Duvall Family
Decision Making at the Truman 
Library, Ashleigh Bertrand and Megan 
Montgomery, $1,536

Franklin Smith Elementary
Striving to Thriving with Books, 
Kimberly Storey, $1,100, The 
Katherine Barton Grant

Thomas Ultican Elementary
From Striving to Thriving at TUE, 
Adriana Marble, $4,803.75, sponsored 
by Major Saver

William Bryant Elementary
I AM Noticed, $1,650, Stacy Scalfaro, 
sponsored by Major Saver

William Yates Elementary
Experimenting in Kindergarten, 
Amber Stark, $236.97, sponsored by 
Lifetouch

Liggett Trail Education Center
Action Avenue, $5,000, Lori Raines 
and Stephanie Owings, sponsored by 
Tandem Paving

Brittany Hill Middle School 
Making Students Ideas & Designs 
come to life with 3D printing, Bill 
Bishop, $1,800, sponsored by Joe and 
Sarah Kinder

Delta Woods Middle School
Growing a Partnership between 
Community and School in a 
Greenhouse, Annalisa Stonner and 
Karen Kraus, $5,514.94, sponsored by 
Julius and Jill Oswald

Moreland Ridge Middle School
Improving School Culture through 
PBIS, $4,939.52, Allison Spencer, 
sponsored by Tandem Paving

Paul Kinder Middle School 
Polar TCX3 Heart Rate Monitor 
Watches, $2,000, Kyle Lower and 
Cathy Rice

grAnd FinAle

The Blue Springs Education Foundation awarded more than $52,000 in classroom grants in December. Thanks to all our 
donors for making this possible. The following grants were awarded:
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The Blue Springs Freshman Center is celebrating 
a new wave of leaders this year and into the future 
with the beginning of a Key Club sponsored by the 
Blue Springs Kiwanis Club. Key Club is an international 
student-led organization providing its members with 
opportunities to provide service, build character and develop 
leadership. The club began with two students and advisor 
Kate Kraybill and has grown to 25 members attending 
weekly meetings. The group has held two fundraisers this 
year – one for hurricane relief and as Salvation Army bell 
ringers. Plans for second semester include a Valentine’s 
Day fundraiser, a Community Service Project and an end of 

school fundraising event. 
  Key Club President Mady Keating said she 

enjoys the social aspect of the group. “This 
organization has been a positive influence to my life and 
allows me to use my selflessness trait,” she said. “I love the 
social and humble aspect of this opportunity. I’m blessed to 
be a part of something great with such amazing people.”

Fellow member Lily Letchworth added, “Key Club enables 
kids who want to make a difference in the world around 
them a chance to do so. Everyone in this club has a little bit 
of wanting to save the world and I think it’s wonderful for us 
all to come together.”

KEY Leadership

The Blue Springs High School Golden Regiment 
completed another successful season with a 9th place 
showing at Grand Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
More than 110 of the best high school bands in the 
nation competed and the Golden Regiment was the 
highest placing team from the state of Missouri.

  Blue Springs High School is the only school from 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska or Iowa in the 40 year 
existence of Bands of America to ever to make it out 
of the first round into semi-finals and is the only public 
school from Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa or 
Illinois to ever be a national finalist.

grAnd FinAle

Paul Kinder Middle School adopted 13 families, helping 37 
children this holiday season. Students and staff participated by 
raising money and taking time to shop and wrap gifts. The school 
exceeded its 2016 total of 11 families and 28 children.

PKMS Support 
Families in Need

S c h o o l  R e p o rt

S c h o o l  R e p o rt
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As the New 
Year begins, I 
always take time 

and reflect on how our library at Moreland Ridge Middle 
School is giving back to our students. School libraries 
are a refuge for many students, especially in middle 
school and high school. Libraries provide spaces for 
students to socialize, to problem-solve and collaborate 
on projects, and to use resources they may not have 
access to outside of school hours. When I walk through 
the doors of our library, I try to see the space through 
the eyes of my students. My goal is to give them a 
library that is welcoming and accessible. I fully believe 
that reading builds empathy, so I try and give our 
students a diverse collection of books. I want students 
to see themselves and their culture in what they choose 
to read. I also want students to read a world that is 
different from theirs and come back changed and more 
empathetic. 

 We truly have the most amazing, hard-working 
students in our district, and my objective is to provide 
them with equal access to resources they need in 
order to be future-ready students. As author Neil 
Gaiman states, “Information has value, but the right 
information has enormous value.” As a librarian, I equip 

students with tools for navigating a world of information 
to find things they actually need. Our library also 
gives students a content-rich environment to use that 
information in creative and collaborative ways. 

 Hundreds of students come through the library 
doors each week at Moreland Ridge giving me their 
time and energy. Students share their lives with me 
a few hours each school day, and I work hard to give 
them a library that is a flexible and relevant learning 
space that changes with their needs. I would encourage 
parents to ask their students about their school libraries, 
even visit them if given the chance. Don’t stop reading 
with your students, even when they are able to read 
on their own. Read the same books they are reading 
and talk about those books together. If you perceive a 
library as a space with just books, you will be pleasantly 
surprised to find that our school libraries are bustling 
spaces that promote inquiry, creativity, collaboration, 
community, and yes, books!

***
Tara Pennington is the BSSD’s 2017-18 Teacher of the 
Year. She was also named a Missouri Regional Teacher 
of the Year.

Libraries Open Doors 
by Tara Pennington

From a Teacher
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Blue Springs High School students went under 
the clippers in the school’s Seventh Annual Brave-a-
Shave event benefitting the St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
for childhood cancer research. A total of 14 students 
shaved their heads and five students donated at least 
8 inches of hair for wigs. The effort raised more than 
$4,000 this year and over its seven years has raised 
nearly $40,000 for St. Baldrick’s. 

Senior Jessica Lynch donated her ponytail for 
Children with Hair Loss and shaved her head for St. 
Baldrick’s. Her two older brothers also shaved their 
heads while they attended BSHS. 

“I wanted to participate in Brave-a-Shave because 
I have many family members and friends affected 
by cancer,” Jessica said. “There is this kid from my 
church who fought cancer at a very young age and 
he won the battle. I hope to be even a fraction of how 
strong he is. I have always tried to help people in any 
way I can. If a child has to unwillingly lose their hair 
because of cancer, then I can willingly shave my hair 
off for them.”

Senior Sam Knowlton also joined the effort simply 
to help those who need it. “I did Brave-a-Shave 
because I want to do my best to help other people 
as much as I can, while raising awareness of the 
good things St. Baldrick’s Foundation for Childhood 
Research does for children,” he said.

This year’s guest speaker was Class of 2016 
President Hayden Ludwig, who recently began his 
radiation treatment at the Mayo Clinic in his own battle 
with skull cancer. He had a powerful story to share 
and was touched by the efforts of the students.

HAir CAre
S c h o o l  R e p o rt

S c h o o l  R e p o rt

Moreland Ridge Middle School FCCLA (Family, 
Career and Community Leaders of America) members 
made 10 dog and cat beds and collected toys and food 
to be donated to Great Plains SPCA.  

MrMS donAteS 
to Furry FriendS
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Lighting the Way
 Three BSSD elementary choirs helped ring in the holidays at 

the Blue Springs Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting. The Cordill-
Mason Cougar Choir, Franklin Smith Treble Makers and Sunny 
Pointe Puma Pride sang both traditional and newfangled carols 
while counting down to the tree lighting and fireworks ceremony.

Notice of  Non-Discrimination
The Blue Springs School District does not discriminate 
on the basis of:  race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, ancestry, disability, or age in its programs and 
activities. The following persons have been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination 
policies:

Student Disability Inquiries, Mr. Randy Laskowski 
Assistant Director of Special Education

Student Inquiries, Mr. Sam Gilkey
Director of Community Services

Employee Inquiries, Dr. Leslie Evans
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources

1801 NW Vesper, Blue Springs, MO 64015 | (816) 874-3200

Facilities Inquiries:
Mr. Dan Anderson, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
5395 W. U.S. 40 Blue Springs, MO 64015 
(816) 874-3380
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James Walker Elementary celebrated its 40th 
anniversary this year with a ceremony at the school. 
Visitors were treated to tours by students, copies of 
yearbooks throughout JWE’s history and caught up with 
former staff members. Nine original members of the first 
JWE staff were also present.     

FAbulouS 40
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T h    V iew 
N ai    S alo 

 
5000   NW   Valley   View   Rd 
Blue   Springs,   MO   64015 

816-874-3763 
 

Hours 
Monday-Friday   8am-2pm 
2nd   Saturday   10am-3pm 
Every   Monday   4pm-   7pm 

 
 
 

Get   20%   off   when   you   use   this   in   the   salon!! 
 
 

**All   services   are   performed   by   practicing   Nail   Technicians   students,   who   are   supervised 
by   a   licensed   Nail   Instructor.   All   proceeds   go   to   Blue   Springs   School   District.  



PTA Reflections
The District held its annual PTA Reflections Showcase in December at Blue Springs South High School. Schools 

displayed their top student projects based on this year’s theme - “With Reach.” Congratulations to all our 
entrants.



Shop with a CopShop with a Cop
Several Department of Public Safety officers participated in the annual Shop with a Cop program at Target. 

The program allows disadvantaged kids to shop with an officer and purchase $150 worth of holiday gifts for 
their families. The day provides an opportunity for kids to socialize with officers in a positive atmosphere, and 
reinforce the fact that police officers are friends in the community. This is the seventh year Blue Springs has 
offered the program.  




